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Read the allovwimg extracts Trom owon Central ook reposts marked (o) and (b about the Health. Service ol
sn Lanka and prepare a comdensed anaiytical meport in abiout 150 words. companni and coatristing the s mila

amd disimilar aspecus i ther

1 s Lanka ha withespread network of health care indlitutions, lareely run by the stafe and o
1Y the privial O 1 vishidn ol pabdic health cure wervice e ol charp | the
plementation of generous socinl wellere progi ¥ SARCCENE Y iments for decades hav

silled i a signilicant improvement in the health stabus of pecple of the couniry. In lerm
tndiciiors. Sri Lonka's achievements have been well above those with @ imparnble per capita incomes
However. Sri Lanka's health sector ai present is faced with new challenges in the wake of a mags
Iy changeng life styles and d

demographic transiteon, rag errahing eavironmental conditiong. As
l} !

dentified by the health authorities, the mujior healih prablems are the fallowing inequities in the provis
of bealth services, health needs of the elderly and the disabled, increased incidence of mn-communicable

angd malnutrition. The resurgence of previously eradicared

discases, accidents. suicides subsimnee abw

diseades such as Malann and Tubereuloss and the Irequent outbreak of nesw diseases such as |.||1.||‘.|".|'

Encephalities (JE} and Dengue H rhagic Fever (DHF)Y have also become areas of concern. Furiher
Sri Lanka is a high-risk country for HIV mfection although at present, uis prevalence 15 low. The major
health: facilities in the country are congested and the occupancy rates 1 most public hospitals are over
|00 per cent. The Presidential Task Force (PTF) in 1997 recommended major reforms o meel these

! challenges. However, under-funding. lack of a clear healith sector policy in respect of both public and

) private scctor services, ofganisational problems. a shorage of trained health personnel and inadequate

commitmernt o keep the reforms implemented continue (o reman as major 1ssues in the health sector

() The beowd aim of Sn Lanka's health policy is o increase life expectancy and to improve the quality
of life by controlling preventable diseases through health promotion activities. Five siralggic objectives
harve been set (o achieve the mission of the Ministry of Healiheare and Nutrition. These itralegic objectives

" are: o ensure the delivery of comprehensivie health services, which reduce the disease burden and promuole

I health; to empower communitics w actively participate in maintaining their health; o improve human

| resources for health development and managemént. o improve health financing, resource allocation and
utilizavion and to strengthen slewardship and management functions of the health system. In adiempling
i achieve these objectives, the government provides health care free of charge 1o the entire perpulation,

whereas the private sector operates 4 fee-based system.

The sustmnability of health sector schievements is threatened by several developments. The major
—

-

Tlu ot problems include ustargeted !-Pcﬂdllll-. by the government, wsufficient invesiment in health infrastructure

and equipment. budgetary constraints, labour disputes. insufficient irained healih personnel and weak
prevenlive health care services. These have caused a series of problems ranging from a high level of s
malnutrtien among children and pregnanl women, the resurgence of communicable disenses such as [
malaris and dengue, and an increase in non-communicabile diseases such as heari diseases, diabetes and |
11"rl:""['m'\ ot 1":rl"'ll-l[ ilness, substance dhuse, depressian, sumdm and accident are also on the increase
Emerging issues include aging prubff‘lh and deterion ining health care for the elderly and the disabled
Reforms proposed to ..dl..l?fl!..ljdf 1ssues in the health sector have been -rnplc:m:lm:.l M@ certiin extemnt
I'he Presidential Tusk Force sel up in 1997 recommended a series of measures 10 overcome major problems

v in the healih sector Clur of these |:'..:.-I|.|:n:r||.'.|‘.||-l'.'s live thrust recommendations have been .-.1-.':|I||||_'.j

for immediate implementation. These are improving al least one hospital in each disinet, expanding

services (o areas of special needs, |,|g_'l.p.-||_1rl|.'1|__'h healeh P‘Il'lll'li"lli""hii programmes, |i:|||:||||n:{ the orgamsational
structure including alternative financing mechunisms and promating resource shanng with the privame

sector, Accordingly, 36 hospitals have been identified across the country and seps have been taken for

their phaged our development (25 mrks) 3, ™o

[See page three
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(02} Analytical Writing - English

Answer all guestions

I, Select one of the following topies and write an cisay in 250 - MM} words preseniing your ideas analytically
and cnincally
(aj Ivis a responsitality of the Central Bank of S Lanka fo observe and supervise the funclioning ol
Covernment and Povale Commercial Banks

ibh The fluciuations i the banks” rate of interest influence the economic stictite of any country

(e} The effects of the exodus of skilled lasbour with talents to foreign countries seeking employ I
(d} The image of the 5r Lankan woman getling underassessed on secount of unneEces Ay media |l,'.||'|;|.:_'.5|||J.|
(el The interference of capitalist western nations for the settlement of internal problems in Astatic and Middle

Eastern countries amd establishing peacelul co-existence (20 pienarks)

1. Read the following pass:

and summarise it 10 about one-third of its present length and suggest 3 suitable

title for if. Indicate the number of words you used ai the end of the summary,

5
agens and public enterprises, enabling them to either purchase or sell a gpood of o service al a cosl below

baidies are popular means of providing relief by governments 10 calegories of persons {e.g. farmers), private

the market price

Subsidies are of differem types: ransfers of budgetary resources, tax holidays, tax concessions, supplying goods
or services below cost and policies that create transfers through the market mechanism

The welfare cost of subsidies is multi faceted. They lead i goveriments mcurring o bud iary burden, which

has to be mel through cwher increased taxing of the population o increasing the government's indebledness
or vovening the cost by culting fiscal expenditre, frequently by reducing expenditure on public investment
Thus. wubsidies often invalve a seriows opportunity cost of growth and development with the reallocation of
resources from procuctive public investiment 1o current expenditure. Furthermaore, lower prices. mostly below
the cost of |-|-.-.Im'l|nn paid by economic agents on goods and serveces could lead o over exploitation and
musaliocation of resources. Utilities such a5 water, elecincity and petroleum in many countries are subject to
subgidies and thode resources are Ew:ng aver explonted. Such over exploitation could lead 10 a worldwide shortage

of resources,

The key issues in managing subsidics arc the size, incidence and distomions in allocation. The adverse
implications of subsidies could be minimised by their reduction through provision of subsidies only 10 the

needy through proper targeting. Though the need for reducing subsidies has been recognised, intervention by

Vanous pressure  groaps anmd  insufTicient cOMSERdtE on  Tolor ming subsidies, often does not allow  the
implementation of such policies. Rationalisation of subsidies can remove economic distortions, thereby improving
efficiency and growsh, reduce the budgetery burden and significantly enhance much needed public investment

(30 mvarksd
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